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Constitution of the Student Government of The University of 
Scranton 

 
Preamble 
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1. Serve as the coordinating body of communication and cooperation 
between the branches of Student Government and the various student 
organizations of the University. 

2. Make recommendations on activities undertaken by Student 
Government or by any of its committees. 

3. Manage the Student Government budget for submission to the Student 
Senate for approval. 

4. Coordinate the training of Student Government personnel, including 
but not limited to training for all Senators. 

5. Manage all affairs of Student Government. 
6. Address concerns arising from the deliberations of the Student 

Government. 
7. Be chaired by the President of Student Government. 
8. Be restructured if the President and Vice President deem necessary, in 

consultation with the moderator. 
9. Faithfully execute this Constitution. 

Section 2. The Executive Officers 
a. The President of Student Government shall be the elected executive officer of Student 

Government. The President shall: 
1. Serve as the official representative of the Student Body. 
2. Sit as an ex-officio member of the Student Senate. 
3. Appoint temporary Executive Committees and executive assistants as 

he/she deems necessary to the Executive Branch, and to abolish such 
bodies and assistants at his/her discretion. 

4. Veto those enactments of the Student Senate to which he/she takes 
strong exception and presents vetoes to the Student Senate. Upon 
failure to take action after the duration of ten business days from the 
presentation of the enactment by the Vice President of Student 
Government, such legislation shall be approved. 

5. Appoint a Chief of Staff, Executive Treasurer, Secretary, Director of 
Communications, and Director of Technology of Student Government 
for approval by a two-thirds majority of the number present at a 
Student Senate meeting provided quorum is met.  

6. Appoint student representatives to all campus-wide committees, except 
where the appointments are made through a screening process. 

7. Attend meetings of the Student Senate. 
8. Serve as a member of the University Governance Council, an observer 

at Board of Trustees’ executive meetings, and any other committees as 
requested by the University. 

b. The Vice President of Student Government shall be an elected officer of Student 
Government. The Vice President shall: 

1. Serve as the Chair of the Student Senate, voting only in the case of a 
tie. 

2. Ensure that the enactments of the Student Senate are properly 
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3. Contact Student Government members in advance about meetings and 
mandatory events. 

4. Coordinate the agenda of the Student Senate with other Executive 
Officers. 

5. Call special meetings of the Student Senate. 
6. Coordinate personnel training for Senators. 
7. Make reports for and assist the President. 
8. Create and dissolve, with the approval of a majority vote of Senators 

present at the meeting, any Senate committees and commissions that 
he/she deems necessary. 

9. In the absence or removal of the President, assume the duties of the 
President. 

10. Aid student groups who are seeking to petition the Student Senate to 
charter a new club or organization. 

c. The Chief of Staff of Student Government shall: 
1. Be appointed by the President and approved by a two-thirds majority 

of the number present at a Student Senate meeting provided quorum is 
met. 

2. Sit as an ex-officio member of the Student Senate and serve as 
Parliamentarian. 

3. Serve as the coordinator for all Executive Officers’ duties and 
assignments. 

4. Advise the President on matters related to Student Government. 
5. Serve as the liaison for Student Government when the President or 

Vice President are unable to do so. 
6. 
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c. Student Senate meetings are mandatory for Student Senate members. Senators must 
not miss more than two meetings per semester. Absence from more than two 
meetings per semester shall constitute grounds for removal. 

d. Student Senators must attend all mandatory events deemed by the President or Vice 
President, unless they are ‘formally excused’ prior to the event. 

 
ARTICLE IV 
Elections, Appointments, and Terms of Office 
Section 1. Elections 

a. The Executive Branch will determine when the Spring Elections shall be held each 
academic year as deemed appropriate, bearing in mind the academic calendar. 

b. The Student Senate will approve a proposed Election Timeline prior to the start of the 
fall semester that will determine when the Fall Elections shall be held. 

c. The Student Senate will approve a proposed Spring Election Timeline and Student 
Government Election Rules and Procedures before the second meeting of the spring 
semester that will determine when the Spring Elections shall be held, and any details 
contained in the Student Government Election Rules and Procedures. 

d. The First-Year Senator Elections shall be held between Labor Day and Fall Break 
each year. 

e. The Student Government Elections shall be governed by the Student Government 
Elections Rules and Procedures. 

f. Election of President, Vice President, and Senators will occur as outlined in the 
Bylaws of the Student Government of The University of Scranton and the Student 
Government Elections Rules and Procedures. 

g. The President, Vice President, and moderator will approve the Fall and Spring 
Election Commissioners, appointed by the Chief of Staff. 

h. Special elections shall be held in the event of both the President and Vice President 
vacating their positions. 

Section 2. Appointments of Executive Officers 
a. The President of the Student Government shall be responsible for making all 

Executive Officer appointments and soliciting applicants for these appointed 
positions which include: Chief of Staff, Executive Treasurer, Secretary, Director of 
Communications, and Director of Technology. 

b. All appointed positions will be advertised campus-wide through appropriate media. 
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ARTICLE IX 
Enabling and Ratification 
Section 1. Enabling 

a. 
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Bylaws of the Student Government of The University of 
Scranton 

 
ARTICLE I 
Officers 
Section 1. Members of Student Government Eligibility Criteria 

a. Eligibility for all elected and appointed Student Government officers shall include: 
1. A cumulative GPA of 2.5 or above. 
2. Full-time undergraduate student status as indicated by the current 

edition of The University of Scranton Undergraduate Catalog. 
Exceptions can be made by the moderator for second-semester seniors. 

3. Confirmation of good standing, meaning not on any form of academic 
or disciplinary probation. 

4. An understanding that Senators serve for an entire year, forgoing any 
plans to study abroad that conflict with the term. 

b. Elected Student Government officers will be chosen as established in the Constitution 
and Bylaws of the Student Government of The University of Scranton and the Student 
Government Election Rules and Procedures. Additional eligibility requirements for 
elected officers are listed below. 

1. The President and Vice President of Student Government must have 
completed three semesters at the time of election. 

a. Both President and Vice President cand
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ARTICLE II 
Elections 
Section 1. Executive Elections 

a. Election of the President and Vice President of Student Government shall be 
conducted as outlined in the Student Government Election Rules and Procedures. 
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1. A written request must be submitted to the Vice President of Student 
Government so that he/she may place it on the agenda for 
consideration at the next meeting. Upon failure to do so, a majority 
vote of Senators present at the meeting shall force him/her to call the 
question. 

2. An affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of the number present, 
with quorum, at a Student Senate meeting is necessary for removal. 
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2. Dining Services 
3. Counseling Center 
4. Student Health Services 
5. Residence Life 
6. Off-Campus and Commuter Student Life 

e. Safety, Justice, and Service – Shall work to maintain and improve safety, justice, and 
service at The University. It shall liaise between the student body and the offices 
necessary to facilitate the improvement and stability of these conditions. The 
necessary offices include, but are not limited to:  

1. Cultural Centers (Jane Kopas Women’s Center and Multicultural 
Center) 

2. Division of Mission & Ministry (Campus Ministries, Center for 
Service and Social Justice, Jesuit Center) 

3. University Police 
4. Office of Equity and Diversity 

f. Standing committees may be added or disbanded and current committees may be 
altered to better serve the student body by amendment to these, the Bylaws of the 
Student Government of The University of Scranton. 

Section 2. 
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Student Club and Organization Funding 
Section 1. In order for a club or organization, including Student Government, to be eligible for 
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The flexibility of this time frame is at the discretion of the 
Chairperson. 

2. Bills on First Reading: When a bill is brought before the Student 
Senate it shall be placed on “First Reading.” The First Reading shall 
serve as a period of initial editing regarding spelling, grammar, and 
syntax. Amendments may be suggested by any Student Senate member 
not included in the sponsorship of the bill. Amendments may be 
contested by the author(s) of the bill, in which case a two-thirds vote 
will approve the amendment. 

3. Bills on Second Reading: The Second Reading shall serve as a period 
of debate and amendment regarding substance and context of the bill. 
Amendments may be suggested by any Senate member not included in 
the sponsorship of the bill. Amendments may be contested by the 
author(s) of the bill, in which case a two-thirds vote in the affirmative 
will approve the amendment. 

Section 3. Decorum and Debate on the Floor of the Student Senate 
a. The Floor of the Student Senate 

1. The Chairperson of the Student Senate may recognize any person who 
is not a member of the Student Senate to speak before the Student 
Senate on issues germane to the measure of discussion on the floor at 
that time. 

2. The Chairperson of the Student Senate or the Student Senate, by a 
majority vote, may order the Student Senate chamber be cleared for 
closed-door discussion or of any disruptive person who is interfering 
with the “orderly transaction of business.” 

3. Any person speaking on the floor of the Student Senate pertaining to a 
measure that concerns a student organization or special interest group 
shall state any affiliations that he or she may have with said 
organization or special interest group. 

4. Senatorial courtesy must be observed, and Senators shall confine 
themselves to motions under debate. 

5. In order to conduct business in a formal and professional manner, 
Senators are expected to dress in business casual attire. 

b. Gaining the Floor and Limitations for Debate 
1. When any Senator desires to speak or deliver any matter to the Student 

Senate, the Senator shall raise his or her hand and wait to be 
recognized by the Chairperson of the Student Senate. 

2. When two or more Senators wish to speak at once, the Chairperson of 
the Student Senate shall rule on the order in which they shall speak. 

3. When a Senator gains the floor, all points of discussion must be 
addressed to the Chairperson of the Student Senate. 

4. Introducers of legislation shall not be allowed to move to have the 
same legislation put to an immediate vote during his/her introduction 
presentation. 

5. The President of Student Government will advise the Chairperson of 
the Student Senate of time during debate. 
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Section 4. Voting Guidelines for the Student Senate 
a. Procedure for Voting 

1. The Secretary shall produce a roll-call vote or electronic vote for the 
motion on the table, and each Senator shall respond in the affirmative 
“Yea” or in opposition “Nay.” 

2. If a Senator chooses to abstain, the Senator shall respond 
“Abstention.” 

3. The roll-call be randomized by the Secretary. 
4. The Secretary shall record the votes. All votes, except those involved 

with appointing new Student Government members, are to be 
published in the minutes and to be made available to the campus 
community. 

5. In order to vote and to count towards quorum Senators must be present 
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Section 1. Any member of the Student Senate may propose amendments to the Bylaws of the 
Student Government of The University of Scranton. 

Section 2. Amendments shall become effective after approval by a three-fourths vote, quorum 
provided. 
 
ARTICLE IX 
Constitution 
Section 1. The Constitutional rights and roles of the Student Senate are explained in the 
Constitution of the Student Government of The University of Scranton. 

Section 2. The Constitution of the Student Government of The University of Scranton supersedes 
the authority of the Bylaws of the Student Government of The University of Scranton. 


